2pril 28, 1950,

Dr. Stan Shapiro,
Dept. Bacterloiory,
Iowa 3tate College,
‘mea, Iowa.
dear 3tan: |

Your postesrd shous an incredibls desree of optimiem. Were your 36 (1)
fifforant combinations ef mutants all from the same strain? 1If they are,
ny (unsolicited) advice would be %o ooneentrate on different straine for
Purther testo. Practiecally any combination of mutents from B, coli ¥=12
will show recgombination easily, whereas cther strains will not. 8ince the
specifictty seems to be primerily between straine rather than betweon mutants
of the same etrain, we have been following the policy with Salmonella of inves-
umti*m only a few putanta from agiven etrain, in order to cover as many
different straine as possibls. There are o mamber of well-defined Aerobacter
strains (e.c. cloccae) which are used commercialiy, and are een?;rally available,
In order to avoid sorcone clse's future duplication, I have felt that it
ia best to survoy ouch woll-dofined typea firnst.

Unfortvhotoly, wo haven't planne;:i 40 go to Baltimore, so we won't be
able tosses you thoro. But both Gowen and Yerkman are visiting here next
week, so wo'll be eseing quite ao bit of lowa.

Have you roceived "i'iorobial Genetias Bulletin" yet? I've asked Dr.
Witkin at Cold Spring Harber to put you oa the mailing 1liat.

Esther pends her best, Sincerely.
Joshua Lederberg



